Summary. Effect of diets low in phosphorus and high in calcium on plasma inorganic and ruminal phosphorus and calcium concentrations.
Four semi-purified diets with different calcium (Ca) and phosphorus (P) contents were given to adult sheep at a level of 1 kg daily plus 100 g of straw. The phosphorus was supplied as dicalcium phosphate, almost insoluble in rumen fluid. In the preliminary period, all the animals (16) were fed the test diet (NCa-NP) containing 8.4 g of Ca and 3.3. g of P.
In the experimental period (table 3) two trials were carried out. In trial 1, two groups of 5 sheep each were given for 5 weeks a diet low in P (1 g/kg) and either low (2 g/kg) (diet BCa-BP) or high (10 g/kg) (diet HtCa-BP) in calcium. In trial 2, which lasted for 19 weeks, the HtCa-BP diet was compared to a high Ca (10 g/kg) normal P (3.3 g/kg) diet (diet HtCa-NP) ; two groups of 2 sheep each were fed both these diets every 3 hours, and one group (HtCa-BP) was fed twice daily.
The concentration of ultrafilterable inorganic Ca (CaiU) in the rumen contents was related to the Ca level of the diet (tables 4, 5). However, individual variations were high and CaiU concentrations were negatively correlated to rumen pH ( fig. 7) .
When diets adequate in P were fed, ruminal concentrations of ultrafilterable P (PiU) were rather high (400-490 mg/1), showing the importance of endogenous P supply in the rumen. With an adequate P supply, a high Ca intake had no effect on either plasma or ruminal PiU.
When low P diets were fed, there was a steady decrease in plasma Pi from 6 to 3.5 mg P/100 ml and in ruminal PiU from 500 mg/l to values lower than 300 mg/l up to 5-6 experimental weeks. These decreases were greatest with high Ca intake (HtCa-BP diet) ( Prins, 1971 ; Beaumatin, 1981 (Scott, 1975 Abdel-Hafeez, 1980) . Des expériences analogues devront donc être entreprises chez l'animal en croissance.
